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Letters

Students and embassies: Send home uncaring staff

28 Mar 2007
M.I.Portsmouth, United Kingdom

I AM a student in the United Kingdom. I am very pleased 
with the Malaysian High Commission staff in the UK. They 
are very helpful and accessible. 

However, the reason I write this letter is to show my concern for 
our students in Russia. 

On March 19, two Malaysian medical students were hit by a car 
in Moscow, driven by a drunk driver.

One girl was bleeding in the face and the other girl was dragged 
quite a distance. 

The injuries weren’t as bad as they looked, but what was so
disappointing was the attitude of the embassy officer who called 
one of the girls on a handphone in the ambulance on her way to the 
hospital. 

The first question out of his mouth was: "Are you a scholar or a 
private student?" 

When she answered she was an Angkatan Tentera Malaysia scholar,
the officer asked more insensitive questions: "Is your father in the 
army? What is his position?" Do all these really matter?

Scholar or private, these girls are Malaysians. It is inappropriate, 
given the situation, to discriminate against these students on the
basis of their scholarship status, or their parents’ jobs and social
status. 

There are only two government-recognised universities in Moscow
— Moscow Medical Academy and Russian State Medical
University. This is the first time (as far as I know) Malaysian
students have been involved in an accident.

The distance between the Malaysian embassy and the student 
hostel is not that far. Most embassy staff have their own transport.
Shockingly, even after a week, not one embassy official paid a visit
to the two girls.

This is clear proof of how ignorant and irresponsible Ma-laysian
embassy officers are, especially towards the well- being of
students in Moscow.

These officers should be sent home and replaced by officers who 
really care about the current affairs and well-being of Malaysian
students abroad. 
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